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U1s/U17 Csapat-Eurépa-bajnoksag 2007, Szeged

A FELNOTTEK KOZOTT

Beszélgetés a finn Henrik Mustonennel

Annak ellenére, hogy
Finnorszag nem szamit ki-
fejezetten squashnagyha-
talomnak, nem egy vilag-
klasszis jatékost adott mar
a nemzetkozi fallabdaélet-
nek. A finnek Szegedre is
legljabb tehetségiikkel, a
Hekke becenévvel illetett
Henrik Mustonennel érkez-
tek, aki jelenleg masodik
helyen all az Ui7-es fidk
ESF-ranglistajan. A fiatal
versenyz6 szombat dél-
el6tt, az irek elleni gy6zel-
met kovetéen valaszolt
kérdéseinkre.

— Henrik, az utobbi né-
hany Ui17-es Junior Ope-
nedet remek eredmé-
nyekkel zartad. Hol voltak
ezek a versenyek, és mi-
ként emlékszel vissza ra-
juk?

— Az els§ kettd ezek ko-
ziil a Pioneer, valamint a
Dutch Junior Open volt ta-
valy jdliusban. A Pio-
neeren az 6todik, mig a
Dutchon a negyedik he-
lyen zartam. A tavaly no-
vemberi Belgian Junior
Open még jobban sikeriilt
szamomra, hiszen meg-
gy6z6 jatékkal sikerdlt
eziistérmet  szereznem.
Ugy gondolom, hogy ez
remek eredmény, mivel
legalabb 6t jatékos akadt
a mez@nyben, aki ugyan-
akkora eséllyel szallt
harcba a végsG gyGzele-
mért. Legutobbi Junior
Openem az osztrak volt,
ahol az els§ helyen
végeztem, és még a jaté-
kommal sem lehettem
elégedetlen.

- Jelenleg a fii U17-es
ESF-ranglista masodik he-
lyén allsz. Mik a kozeli
céljaid?

— Mivel ebbdl a korosz-
talyb6l novemberben ki-
Oregszem, igy szerintem
az idei Dutch Junior Open
lesz a bdcsifellépésem
U17-ben, ahol az els§sé-
gért szallok majd harcba.
Azt kovetGen terveim sze-
rint 6t Uig-es tornan ve-
szek részt, melyek koziil
az egyik talan éppen az
Gszi  Hungarian Junior
Open lesz. Valamint meg-
prébalok bekeriilni a fel-
n6tt férfi vilagbajnok-
sagra utaz6 finn csapatba
is.

- Palyara léptél az U1g-
es, illetve a felnétt férfi
Eurépa-bajnoksagokon is.
Hogyan végeztetek eze-
ken, és milyen érzés mar
ilyen fiatalon is a felnét-
tek kozott szerepelni?

— Az aprilisi briisszeli
18. U19-es egyéni Eurdpa-

bajnoksagon, valamint a
24. U1g9-es csapat-Eurd-
pa-bajnoksagon egyéni-
ben a 11, mig a finn
csapattal 9. lettem. A 35.
feln6tt férfi csapat-Eurd-
pa-bajnoksagon, az
olaszorszagi Riccionéban
pedig a 12. helyen zar-
tunk. Nyilvan felnéttek el-
len jatszani mas érzés,
mint amikor az ember a
sajat korosztalyaban sze-
repel, de mivel én szinte
vilag életemben feln6t-
tekkel edzettem, igy azt
mondhatom, hogy a kii-
l6nbség mégsem oriasi.

— Tervezed esetleg,
hogy PSA-profiként ver-
senyzel majd a jévében?
Egyadltalan felépithetd egy
ilyen karrier Finnorszag-
ban?

— Pontosan ez a célom.
Tudom, hogy nem lesz
egyszer(i, de bizom ben-
ne, hogy sikeriilni fog.
Azonban ehhez elenged-
hetetlen, hogy rengeteg
mingségi edzésen vegyek
részt, mivel még a jaték
0sszes elemében sokat
kell fejlédnom, f6leg ami
az er@nlétet és a pontos-
sagot illeti.

O Dobos Tamas

Eredmények/UIS
A csoport: ENG-SCO 3-0
(Lemom-Charlton  3-o0,
Earles-Kempsell 3-0,
Waller-Jones 3-0), BEL-
TUR 3-0 (Philipsen-
Gokalp 3-0, Mostmans-
Civelek 3-0, Verhayen-
Yildiz 3-0). Végered-
mény: 1. ENG, 2. BEL, 3.
SCO, 4. TUR.

B csoport: HUN-AUT 3-0
(Farkas-Rehman 3-o, Gu-
bi-Nagel 3-2, SebGk-
Kurzweil 3-0), FRA-SUI
2-1 (Muzi-Cohen-Banzi-
ger 3-0, Moineau-Schuler
0-3, Cogno-Siewerdt 3-
1). Végeredmény: 1. FRA,
2. HUN, 3. SUI, 4. AUT.

C csoport: ESP-SWE 3-0
(Arosa-Lindstrém  3-o,
Varela-Lagmo 3-o, Zabal-
beascoa-Olsson  3-0),
WAL-NED 2-1 (Evans-I.
Lagerweij 2-3, Huxtable-
Ploem 3-o0, Davidson-
Schrader 3-0). Végered-
mény: 1. WAL, 2. ESP, 3.
SWE, 4. NED.

D csoport: GER-CZE 2-1
(Rosner-Strakova  3-2,
Zach-Mekbib 0-3, Kux-
Levinsky 3-0), FIN-IRL 2-1
(K. Mustonen-Owens o-3,
Honkanen-B. Dunbar 3-1,
Knuutila-Gillanders 3-0).
Végeredmény: 1. GER, 2.
CZE, 3. FIN, 4. IRL.

A 9-16. helyért: SCO-AUT
2-1, FIN-NED 2-1, SWE-
IRL 2-1, SUI-TUR 3-o0.

Negyedd6nt6k: ENG-HUN
3-0 (Whitlock-Farkas 9-o,
9-2, Earles-Gubi 9-0, 9-0,
9-1, Hopcroft-Racz 9-1, 9-
2, 9-0), GER-ESP 3-0
(Résner-Arosa 9-5, 2-9, 9-
4, Zach-Varela 9-7, 9-6,
5-9, 9-6, Kux-Zabalbeas-
coa 9-2, 9-3, 9-2), WAL-
CZE 2-1 (Evans-Strakova
9-0, 10-8, 4-9, 7°9, 9-2,
Fenwick-Mekbib 2-9, 4-9,
2-9, Huxtable-Kolinsky 9-
6, 9-1, 9-3), FRA-BEL 2-1
(Alves-Arien 9-4, 9-2, 9-4,
Moineau-De Mulder 9-5,
9-7, 9-2, Cogno-Most-
mans 3-9, 3-9, 1-9).

Az elédéntében:
GER, WAL-FRA.

ENG-
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A csoport: SWE-ISR 2-1
(Mooney-Cohen-Adiv o-
3, Christenson-Rutraf 3-
o, Runersj6-Glazer 3-0),
ENG-SUI 3-0 (Hay-Kaza-
mia 3-o, Hibberd-Gloor
3-0, Fuller-Burkhart 3-0),
SCO-ISR 3-0 (Hodgson-
Cohen-Adiv 3-2, Moran-
Rutraf 3-o, Ferguson-
Hare 3-0), ENG-SCO 3-0
(Tomlinson-Hodgson 3-
o, Ingham-Jubb 3-o, Hib-
berd-Ferguson 3-0),
SUI-SWE 3-0 (Bachem-
Mooney 3-o0, Miescher-
Christenson 3-0, Burk-
hart-Olterman 3-0).
Végeredmény: 1. ENG, 2.
SCO, 3. SUI, 4. SWE, 5.
ISR.

B csoport: ESP-AUT 2-1
(Esperon-Polak 0-3,
Perez-Schober 3-0,
Gomez-Greslehner 3-0),
FRA-CZE 3-0 (Gilles-
Janoskova 3-o, Vauzelle-
Svec 3-0, D'Auzac-
Uherka 3-0), BEL-ESP 2-
1 (Hitchins-Esperon 2-3,
Van Brusselen-Perez 3-o,
Broka-Lopez 3-0), FRA-
BEL 3-0 (Lamilango-Van-
wesemael 3-0, Vauzelle-
Van  Brusselen  3-1,
Petrucci-Broka 3-0), CZE-
AUT 2-1 (Klimundova-Po-
lak 3-0, Standera-Gres-
lehner 3-0, Uherka-
Schober 1-3).
Végeredmény: 1. FRA, 2.
BEL, 3. CZE, 4. ESP, 5.
AUT.

C csoport: WAL-DEN 2-1
(Pritchard-Lind 3-0,
Robinson-Grauballe 3-1,
Haley-Tran o-3), FIN-IRL
3-0 (Kauppi-O'Hare 3-1,
H. Mustonen-Anderson
3-0, Hiltunen-Dolan 3-2).
Végeredmény: 1. DEN, 2.
FIN, 3. WAL, 4. IRL.

D csoport: GER-NED 3-0
(Sedlmeier-Jongerden 3-
o, Rohrmiiller-Metiary 3-
o, Kandra-Penders 3-0),
HUN-SVK 2-1 (Balazs-
Malinova 3-o, Vas-Celler
2-3, Hoffmann-Koman 3-
0).

Végeredmény: 1. GER, 2.
NED, 3. HUN, 4. SVK.

A negyeddontGben: ENG-
BEL, FIN-GER, DEN-NED,
SCO-FRA.

A nap meccse

FRANCIA FELTAMADAS

Mikor Laurens Most-
mans viszonylag kdnnye-
dén verte  Alexandre
Cognot, a szakért6 kozon-
ség meglepetést kezdett
szimatolni. A belga U15-6s
valogatott egy gy&zelemre
allt a legjobb négytdl, illet-
ve a masodik kiemelt fran-
ciak blcsiztatasatol.

A ranglistas helyek
alapjan  kilencedikként
jegyzett Belgium tulajdon-
képpen mar a negyed-
dont6be  jutdssal s
kisebbfajta bravdrt vitt
véghez, hiszen ehhez a
nala el6rébb rangsorolt
skotok legyGzésére volt
sziilkség. A gallok maga-
biztosan nyerték csoport-
jukat a magyarok, a
svajciak és az osztrakok
el6tt, igy bizakodva var-

hattdk a Mostmansék el-
leni csatat. A belgak kez-
déembere azonban nem
tréfalt, a kezdeti tapoga-
t6zast kovetSen egyre in-
kabb feliilkerekedett Cog-
nén: ligyesen mozgatta
el6re, majd jatszotta be
az lires teriileteket. Az el-
bizonytalanod6 francia fid
egyre tobbet rontott, s

végil 9-3, 9-3, 9-1 arany-
ban veszitett.

A francia csapat hangos
biztatasa kozepette Arthur
Moineau hamar maga mo-
gott hagyta déleldtti ku-
darcélményét (siman kika-
pott a svajci Schulertdl), s
visszahozta a franciak re-
ményét, miutan 9-5, 9-7,
9-2-re verte a toroksk el-

MOST JON A JAVAI

Tegnapi kérdésiinkre
(Mi lesz veled, Wales?)
még délel6tt valaszt kap-
tunk a junior csapat-Eb
masodik jatéknapjan: a
finn U17-es garda sajat ke-
zébe vette sorsat, s 3-o-ra
gy§zott az irek ellen, igy a
walesiekkel szemben
egyébként 2-1 aranyban
alulmaradé Dania mogott
meglepetésre  bemasiro-
zott a legjobb nyolc kozé.
A tobbi csoportban az esé-
lyesek elosztottdk egymas
kozott az els6 és a maso-

Az U1s/U17-es csapat-
Eurépa-bajnoksag szom-
baton a csoportmérké-
zésekkel és az U15-6s ne-
gyeddontékkel folytatd-
dott. A Squash News ez
alkalommal a belga valo-

dik helyeket: az angolok a
skétokat, a franciak a bel-
gakat, a németek pedig a
hollandokat verték a rang-
adokon, de az igazan éles
kiizdelem csak ma kezdg-
dik a negyeddontékben. A
francia-belga Gsszecsapa-
son figyelhettiik a nap ta-
lan legjobb férfimeccsét,
mely végiil Lucas Vauzelle
gy6zelmét hozta Sam van
Brusselen ellen.

Ami pedig a legemlé-
kezetesebb néi egyest ille-
ti, az U15-6s walesi-cseh

A szakértd valaszol

negyeddontében 1-1-es al-
lasnal Ggy lépett palyara
Evans, illetve Strakova,
hogy a nap folyaman ko-
rabban mindketten Gtjatsz-
mas mérkézést buktak.
Természetesen itt is ot
szettet jatszottak: Stra-
kova hiaba egyenlitett o-2-
r6l, a végét a walesi lany
birta jobban, igy § juttatta
be valogatottjat a négybe.
Wales ellenfele Franciaor-
szag lesz, mig a masik
agon l|étrejon a tavalyi
dont6 visszavagdja: az ed-

len pihentetett Tom de
Muldert.

A lanyokra maradt a
dontés, s habar Lieselot
Arien remekil kezdte a
Melissa Alves elleni csatat,
a francia lany hamar meg-
talalta a ritmust, atvette a
kezdeményezést. Tudato-
san az el6re jatékot er6l-
tetve &rolte fel Arien
erejét, remekil kihasznal-
va az oldalfalakat. Ahogy
magabiztosabba valt a ve-
zetése, egyre kockazato-
sabb, de annal szebb
megoldasokat valasztott,
az utols6 jatszma pedig
igazi oromjatékot hozott
(94, 9-2, 9-4).

Alves sikerével a francia
U1s5-6s valogatott egy lé-
pésre kerdilt a finalétol.

O Pintér M. Lajos

dig remekld, cimvéds né-
metek a magyar U15-6s va-
logatott nagyszer(i mene-
telésének véget vet6 ango-
lokkal mérk&znek.

MEGLEPETESEK ESZAKROL

gatott edzGjét, Ronny
Vlassaksot  (képiinkén)
kérte, értékelje a latotta-
kat. A szakember, aki az
ESF edz6képzésért felelGs
bizottsaganak is tagja,
Ggy nyilatkozott: rendki-
vil oril a belga U15-6s6k
kivalé szereplésének, s
habar a franciak oriasi
kiizdelemben megallitot-
tak Gket a negyeddontd-
ben, ma minden erejiikkel
az 6todik hely megszerzé-
sére torekednek.

»Ami az Ui7-eseinket
illeti, a spanyolok elleni
siker és a franciaktél el-
szenvedett vereség azt je-
lenti, hogy a négy kozé
jutasért nagyon nehéz fel-
adat var rank: az abszolit
favorit angolokkal kell
megkiizdeniink...” — foly-
tatta.

A belga edz§ szerint
az U17-ben a legnagyobb
szenzaciot a danok és a
finnek nagyszerli jatéka s
tovabbjutasa jelentette.

»Az U15-0s0k kozott re-
mekelt a magyar egyiit-
tes; 6szintén sz6lva nem
gondoltam volna, hogy
ilyen jok lesznek a
hazigazdak fiataljai. Re-
mélem, tovabbra is ezen
a szinten folytatjak. De
Anglia mindig is a No. 1.,
véleményem szerint idén
mindkét kategdriaban &k
jatsszak majd a dont6t a
franciakkal” — zarta mon-
dandé6jat Ronny Vlas-
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European Junior Team Championship 2007 Szeged, Hungary

ON SENIOR LEVEL

Interview with Henrik Mustonen from Finland

Although Finland does-
n't belong to the so-
called squash nations, the
country has given quite a
few world class players to
international squash-life.
Now the Finnish team has
arrived to Szeged with a
new talent, Henrik Musto-
nen, nicknamed Heke,
who is currently on the
2" place of the ESF rank-
ing for boys Ui7. The
young player answered to
our questions after the
Uiz  Finnish  victory
against Ireland on Satur-
day morning.

— Henrik, you have fin-
ished your last few Junior
Opens in U1z with really
good results. Where were
these tournaments and
how satisified are you
with your play on them?

— The first two ones
were the Pioneer and the
Dutch Junior Open last
July. On the Pioneer | fin-
ished on the st place,
while on the Dutch | fi-
nally ranked 4™. In No-
vember 2006 on the
Belgian Junior Open |
played even better than |
have done earlier, since |
have won a silver medal. |
think it is a great result
because there were at
least five players with
equal chances for the final
victory. My last Junior
Open before this Euro-
pean Team Championship
was the Austrian one,
where | managed to win a
gold medal while playing
quite well.

— Currently you are 2nd
on the Uiz ESF ranking.
What are your goals in
the near future?

— Since | am turning
seventeen in November |
think the Dutch Junior
Open will be my last one
in U17. | am trying to race
for first position there.
After that | am going to
enter about five tourna-
ments in U19, maybe the
Hungarian Junior Open
will be one of them, and |
will also try to get into
the Finnish team for the
Men's  World Champi-
onship.

- You have played on
the U19 and the Senior
European Championships
as well. Where were
these tournaments and
what does it mean for a
young player like you to
play on senior level?

— The 18" European Ju-
nior U1g Individual and

the 24" European Uig
Team Championships
were held in Brussels in
April, while the 3s5th
Men's European Team
Championships took
place in Riccione, Italy in
the beginning of this
month. On the U1g9 event
we finally ranked 9t with
the Finnish team, while in
the individual field | fin-
ished on the 11" place
and in ltaly our team be-
came 12", Of course it is
not the same to play
against  adults than
against juniors, but | have
mostly trained in my
whole life with adults so
it is not that different.

- Are you planning to
be a PSA professional
sometime in the future?
Is it possible to build up
such a career in Finland
at all?

— Yes, exactly. That
won't be easy, but | hope
| can manage. It needs a
lot of quality trainings,
since | have to improve a
lot in all things of the
game, but mostly in
strength and in being
more accurate.

O Tamas Dobos
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Henrik Mustonen: three matches, three victories.

Results/UIS
Group A: ENG-SCO 3-0
(Lemom-Charlton  3-o,
Earles-Kempsell 3-0,
Waller-Jones 3-0), BEL-
TUR 3-0 (Philipsen-
Gokalp 3-o, Mostmans-
Civelek 3-0, Verhayen-
Yildiz 3-0). Final result: 1.
ENG, 2. BEL, 3. SCO, 4.
TUR.

Group B: HUN-AUT 3-0
(Farkas-Rehman 3-o0, Gu-
bi-Nagel 3-2, Sebdk-
Kurzweil 3-0), FRA-SUI
2-1 (Muzi-Cohen-Banzi-
ger 3-0, Moineau-Schuler
0-3, Cogno-Siewerdt 3-
1). Final result: 1. FRA, 2.
HUN, 3. SUI, 4. AUT.

Group C: ESP-SWE 3-0
(Arosa-Lindstrom  3-o,
Varela-Lagmo 3-o, Zabal-
beascoa-Olsson  3-0),
WAL-NED 2-1 (Evans-I.
Lagerweij 2-3, Huxtable-
Ploem 3-0, Davidson-
Schrader 3-0). Final
result: 1. WAL, 2. ESP, 3.
SWE, 4. NED.

Group D: GER-CZE 2-1
(Rosner-Strakova  3-2,
Zach-Mekbib 0-3, Kux-
Levinsky 3-0), FIN-IRL 2-1
(K. Mustonen-Owens o-3,
Honkanen-B. Dunbar 3-1,
Knuutila-Gillanders 3-0).
Final result: 1. GER, 2.
CZE, 3. FIN, 4. IRL.

For the 9-16" places:
SCO-AUT 2-1, FIN-NED 2-
1, SWE-IRL 2-1, SUI-TUR
3-0.

Quarters: ENG-HUN 3-o0
(Whitlock-Farkas 9-0, 9-2,
Earles-Gubi 9-0, 9-0, 9-1,
Hopcroft-Racz 9-1, 9-2, 9-
0), GER-ESP 3-0 (RGsner-
Arosa 9-5, 29, 9-4,
Zach-Varela 9-7, 9-6, 5-9,
9-6, Kux-Zabalbeascoa 9-
2, 9-3, 9-2), WAL-CZE 2-1
(Evans-Strakova 9-0, 10-
8, 4-9, 7-9, 9-2, Fenwick-
Mekbib 2-9, 4-9, 2-9,
Huxtable-Kolinsky 9-6, 9-
1, 9-3), FRA-BEL 2-1
(Alves-Arien 9-4, 9-2, 9-4,
Moineau-De Mulder 9-5,
9-7, 9-2, Cogno-Most-
mans 3-9, 3-9, 1-9).

In the semis: ENG-GER,
WAL-FRA.
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Results/Ul7
Group A: SWE-ISR 2-1
(Mooney-Cohen-Adiv o-
3, Christenson-Rutraf 3-
o, Runersjo-Glazer 3-0),
ENG-SUI 3-0 (Hay-Kaza-
mia 3-o0, Hibberd-Gloor
3-0, Fuller-Burkhart 3-0),
SCO-ISR 3-0 (Hodgson-
Cohen-Adiv 3-2, Moran-
Rutraf 3-o, Ferguson-
Hare 3-0), ENG-SCO 3-0
(Tomlinson-Hodgson 3-
o, Ingham-Jubb 3-o0, Hib-
berd-Ferguson 3-0),
SUI-SWE 3-0 (Bachem-
Mooney 3-o0, Miescher-
Christenson 3-o, Burk-
hart-Olterman 3-0).
Final result: 1. ENG, 2.
SCO, 3. SUI, 4. SWE, s.
ISR.

Group B: ESP-AUT 2-1
(Esperon-Polak 0-3,
Perez-Schober 3-0,
Gomez-Greslehner 3-0),
FRA-CZE 3-0 (Gilles-
Janoskova 3-o0, Vauzelle-
Svec 3-0, D'Auzac-
Uherka 3-0), BEL-ESP 2-
1 (Hitchins-Esperon 2-3,
Van Brusselen-Perez 3-o,
Broka-Lopez 3-0), FRA-
BEL 3-0 (Lamilango-Van-
wesemael 3-o, Vauzelle-
Van  Brusselen  3-1,
Petrucci-Broka 3-0), CZE-
AUT 2-1 (Klimundova-Po-
lak 3-0, Standera-Gres-
lehner  3-0, Uherka-
Schober 1-3).

Final result: 1. FRA, 2.
BEL, 3. CZE, 4. ESP, 5.
AUT.

Group C: WAL-DEN 2-1
(Pritchard-Lind 3-0,
Robinson-Grauballe 3-1,
Haley-Tran o-3), FIN-IRL
3-0 (Kauppi-O'Hare 3-1,
H. Mustonen-Anderson
3-0, Hiltunen-Dolan 3-2).
Final result: 1. DEN, 2.
FIN, 3. WAL, 4. IRL.

Group D: GER-NED 3-0
(Sedlmeier-Jongerden 3-

o, Rohrmiiller-Metiary 3-
o, Kandra-Penders 3-0),
HUN-SVK 2-1 (Balazs-
Malinova 3-o, Vas-Celler
2-3, Hoffmann-Koman 3-
0).

Final result: 1. GER, 2.
NED, 3. HUN, 4. SVK.

In the quarters: ENG-
BEL, FIN-GER, DEN-NED,
SCO-FRA.
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Match of the day

GREAT FINISH FOR FRANCE

When Laurens Most-
mans won against Alexan-
dre Cogno quite easily
the squash-expert audi-
ence started talking about
a possible surprise. At
that time the Belgian U1s
team was only one victory
far from qualifying to the
best four, against second
seeded France.

Properly speaking the
qualification of the Bel-
gians (earlier seeded o™
on the basis of the play-
ers' ESF rankings) into
the quarterfinals itself has
meant a smaller sensa-
tion, since they had to
defeat the higher seeded
Scots to achieve this
goal. The French have
won their group before
the Hungarians, the Swiss

We have already got
an answer for our question
of yesterday (No Wales in
the quarterfinals?) on the
morning of the second day
of the European Team
Championship, since the

Asking the expert

and the Austrians without
any problems, so they
could prepare for the bat-
tle against Belgium confi-
dently.

However the top
player of the Belgians
was not joking. After the
first few balls he started
controlling the game
against Cogno by making
his rival run to the front

and by hiting the balls
into the empty areas later
on. The French player,
after slowly losing his
confidence, started mak-
ing bigger and bigger
mistakes and finally lost
9-3, 9-3, 9-1.

The player who has
managed to bring back
the hopes of the French
was Arthur Moineau who

beat Tom de Mulder 9-5,
9-7, 9-2 after recovering
from his defeat against
Swiss Schuler earlier on
Saturday morning.

So the decision was
left for the girls. Although
Lieselot Arien had an ex-
cellent start against
Melissa Alves, the French
girl found the rhythm of
the game sooner and
took the initiative. As she
was getting more and
more  confident, she
started giving risky, but
fantastic balls. The last
game brought real joy for
her (9-4, 9-2, 9-4). With
the victory of Alves the
French U1s team has only
one more step to take to
reach the finals.

O Lajos Pintér M.

THE BEST PART IS YET TO COME

Finnish U17 team took the
chance, won against Ire-
land 3-0 and by causing
quite a big surprise
marched into the best
eight behind Denmark. In
the other groups the
favourite teams pleasantly
divided the qualifying
places between each
other, the English beat
Scotland, the Belgians lost
against France and the
Germans defeated the
Dutch on the top pool
matches, but the real
tough battles will only
start today in the quarter-

finals. Friday's most excit-
ing match amongst the
boys was probably the
fight of Lucas Vauzelle and
Sam van Brusselen ending
with the victory of the
French player.

As for the girls, in the
Uis quarterfinal between
Wales and the Czech Re-
public, both Evans and
Strakova walked on court
as players to decide which
team is going further. The
common in both players
was that both of them lost
her earlier match on Satur-
day in five games. One can

NORDIC SURPRISES

The U1s/U17 European
Team Championship in
Szeged continued with the
group phases in both cat-
egories and with the quar-
terfinals of Uiz on
Saturday.  This  time
Squash News asked Ronny
Vlassaks (on the picture),
the National Coach of Bel-
gium to evaluate the sec-
ond day of the tour-
nament. The expert, who
is working for the Coach-

ing Committee of ESF as
well, told us that he is very
proud of his U15 squad for
doing their best against
France, and today they are
trying to achieve the sth
place. , The victory over
Spain and the defeat
against France of our U1y
squad in the pool matches
means that we are going
to meet England in the
quarterfinals” — continued
Vlassaks. By looking at the

matches of Saturday in
general, the Belgian coach
mentioned that Finland
and Denmark in Uiy
played surprisingly well for
him, since these two
teams qualified into the
quarterfinals from group C.
»In U1s the Hungarian
squad also showed a good
play, | didn't know they
are on this level at the mo-
ment. | hope they will
keep performing like this.

guess, their battle against
each other lasted for five
games as well. The great
effort of Strakova coming
up from o-2 to draw
turned out to be useless,
since the Welsh girl con-
centrated better at the end
and finally she managed
to hit her team further to
the semifinals, where
France is waiting for them.
On the other half of the
draw England will have the
chance for revenge of last
year's final, since they are
facing the still reigning
German champions.

But it is always England
which is on number one
spot, and | think they are
going to meet France in
the finals of both cate-
gories this time” — added
the squash specialist.
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